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Dassault Aviation delivers first Rafales  
to the Arab Republic of Egypt 

 
 

St-Cloud, France, 20 July 2015 – The official ceremony marking the acceptance by 
the Arab Republic of Egypt of its first three Rafales was held today at the Dassault 
Aviation flight test center in Istres, under the patronage of His Excellency Mr. Ehab 
Badawy, Egyptian Ambassador to France, and in the presence of Dassault Aviation 
Chairman & CEO Eric Trappier. 
 
This first delivery comes just five months after the Egyptian decision to acquire 24 
Rafales (16 two-seaters and 8 single-seaters) in order to equip its Air Force with a 
latest-generation multirole fighter capable of meeting the country’s operational 
requirements and enabling Egypt, with full sovereignty, to secure its geostrategic 
position in the region. 
 
At the same time, an initial group of Egyptian users has been trained in France. 
Egyptian pilots, trained by the French Air Force, will fly the first three Rafales to Cairo 
on the day after the ceremony. 
 
Eric Trappier declared: “This contract constitutes a new milestone in the cooperation 
between Dassault Aviation and Egypt since the 1970s – more than 40 years of an 
exemplary partnership marked by commitment and mutual trust. After the Mirage 5, 
the Alpha Jet and the Mirage 2000, the Rafale is the fourth Dassault aircraft to fly in 
Egyptian colors, and Egypt is the first export customer for the Rafale, as it was for the 
Mirage 2000. We are very pleased with this partnership, which over time has shown 
its solidity and ensured the durability of the historical links between our two countries. 
On behalf of Dassault Aviation and its 8,000 employees, its partners Thales and 
Snecma and the 500 subcontractors, I thank the Egyptian authorities, for the trust 
they have placed in us once again, and also the authorities and the French armed 
forces, without whose support this success would not have been possible.” 
 
 
About Dassault Aviation 
With more than 8,000 military and civil aircraft delivered to 90 countries over the past 60 years, and 
having logged nearly 28 million flight hours to date, Dassault Aviation can offer recognized know-how 
and experience in the design, development, sale and support of all types of aircraft, from the Rafale 
fighter to the Falcon range of high-end business jets, as well as military unmanned air systems. In 
2014, the Dassault Aviation Group reported revenues of €3.68 billion.  
  
www.dassault-aviation.com 
 
Twitter: @Dassault_OnAir 
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Press Contacts: 
 
Institutional Communication Military Communication 
 
Stéphane Fort Nathalie Bakhos 
Tel: +33 (0)1 47 11 86 90 Tel: +33 (0)1 47 11 84 12 
stephane.fort@dassault-aviation.com nathalie.bakhos@dassault-aviation.fr 
 
Mathieu Durand  
Tel: +33 (0)1 47 11 85 88  
mathieu.durand@dassault-aviation.com  
 
 
 
 

For new high resolution pictures of the Rafale, visit: 
http://mediaprophoto.dassault-aviation.com 

 
 

For new high resolution videos of the Rafale, visit: 
www.asds-media.com 
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