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Dassault’s Falcon 5X to Roll Out on June 2nd 
New very wide body twin set to fly this summer 

 
May 18, 2015 (Geneva, Switzerland): Dassault announced today that its new Falcon 5X will 

roll out on June 2 and is expected to make its maiden flight this summer. 

 
The first 5X powered up for the first time at the end of August 2014 and started system 

ground tests last autumn followed by a vibration test campaign. It was joined by s/n 02 earlier 

this year.  

 
Both aircraft are participating in ground testing and s/n 01 recently completed a second 

engine run up cycle.   

 
Bench testing of key systems, including the electrical and fuel system, hydraulics and the 

aircraft’s advanced digital flight controls, is well advanced. Pilots have completed over 250 

simulation flights on the global simulation bench at Dassault Aviation headquarters in Saint-

Cloud, France which replicates the 5X’s flight control, avionics and hydraulic systems.  

 
We are pleased with the way ground tests are proceeding,” said Olivier Villa, Senior Vice 

President, Civil Aircraft, Dassault Aviation. “We are moving ahead with preparations for the 

first flight and expect the aircraft to take to the air this summer.”  

 
Dassault is also moving ahead with Falcon 5X static and fatigue testing, which started earlier 

this year. The 30-month airframe static and fatigue test campaign, being conducted at DGA-

TA (formerly CEAT) in Toulouse, France, began with preliminary trials that cleared the aircraft 

for flight testing. 

 
Accumulated simulated flights during fatigue testing will be equivalent to three times the 

design life of the airframe, or 60,000 cycles, including damage tolerance analysis. A total of 

28 different mission profiles will be covered. Cycle testing will be followed by five rounds of 

limit load tests with ultimate loading equal to 1.5 times the design limit load.  

 
The campaign will also include margin testing in which engineers intentionally vary input 

parameters beyond design values to verify the accuracy of computer model algorithms and, 

ultimately, the safety margins of the structure. 

 
In addition to standard qualification tests, aircraft equipment will be subjected to a pair of 

efficient endurance testing methods – the Highly Accelerated Life Test (HALT) and Highly 

Accelerated Stress Screening (HASS) – part of a comprehensive effort to ensure that the 5X 

is fully mature by delivery of the first aircraft. The testing will expose equipment and systems 

to extreme vibration, humidity, temperatures, pressure and other in-flight phenomena 

exceeding those that the aircraft will be subjected to in service. 

 
The 5X development also benefits from the use of Dassault’s new FalconScan tool, 

developed for onboard fault diagnosis. It has already proven very valuable facilitating ground 

testing. 1/2 
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Unveiled at the National Business Aviation Association Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada in 

October 2013, the Falcon 5X will feature the largest cabin cross section and the most 

advanced flight controls in the industry derived from the pioneering digital flight control system 

designed for the 7X. 

 

Notes for Editors  

 

Dassault Falcon is the recognized global brand for Dassault business jets which are 

designed, manufactured and supported by Dassault Aviation and Dassault Falcon Jet Corp.  

 

About Dassault Aviation 

Dassault Aviation is a leading aerospace company with a presence in over 90 countries 

across five continents. It produces the Rafale fighter jet as well as the complete line of 

Falcons. The company employs a workforce of over 11,000 and has assembly and production 

plants in both France and the United States and service facilities around the globe. Since the 

rollout of the first Falcon 20 in 1963, over 2,380 Falcon jets have been delivered. Dassault 

offers a range of six business jets from the twin-engine 3,350 nm large-cabin Falcon 2000S to 

its new flagship, the tri-engine 6,450 nm ultra-long range Falcon 8X. 

 

About Dassault Falcon Jet 

Dassault Falcon Jet Corp. is a wholly owned U.S. subsidiary of Dassault Aviation, France. 

Dassault Falcon Jet markets and supports the Falcon family of business jets throughout North 

and South America. 

 

Press Contacts 

 

Dassault Aviation (Saint-Cloud, France) 

Vadim Feldzer Tel. +33 1 47 11 44 13 Marie-Alexandrine Fouillard Tel. +33 1 47 11 64 23  

vadim.feldzer@dassault-aviation.com marie-alexandrine.fouillard@dassault-aviation.com 

 

Dassault Falcon Jet (Teterboro Airport, USA) 

Andrew Ponzoni Tel. +1 201 541 45 88 Grant Kielczewski Tel. +1 201 541 46 79 

andrew.ponzoni@falconjet.com grant.kielczewski@falconjet.com 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @DassaultFalcon 

 

Photos  

Copy and paste the link into your browser to access the high resolution photos: 

www.falconphotogallery.com 

 

For more information about Dassault Falcon business jets, visit: www.dassaultfalcon.com 
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