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Third Falcon 8X Joins Flight Test Program 

Flight envelope now fully open for ultra long range trijet 

 
 
May 18, 2015 (Geneva, Switzerland): The third and final Falcon 8X test aircraft has taken to 

the skies as the flight test campaign for the new ultra long range trijet moves into high gear. 

 
Falcon 8X s/n 03 took off from Dassault Aviation’s Bordeaux-Mérignac facility on Monday, 

May 11 at 2.00 p.m. local time with test pilots, Etienne Faurdessus and Damien Brault at the 

controls. The flight plan was similar to that of s/n 02, which joined the test campaign on 

April 2. 

 
In June, s/n 03 will be ferried to the Falcon completion facility in Little Rock, Arkansas, where 

it will be fitted out with a full cabin and tested for cabin comfort and sound level. 

 
“We are very pleased with the way the Falcon 8X flight test program is progressing,” said Eric 

Trappier, Chairman and CEO Dassault Aviation. “All three aircraft have exhibited flawless 

handling and responded exactly as intended when designed.” 

 
The first two test aircraft are both well into the certification campaign at the Dassault flight test 

center at Istres, near Marseille, France. 

 
S/n 01 recently finished opening the flight envelope, including high speed performance testing 

at Mach 0.96 (beyond its MMO), maximum ceiling of 51,000 ft and full range of angles of 

attack. The aircraft also tested out different weight configurations, including MTOW, and 

underwent a high energy brake test campaign. 

 
Meanwhile, s/n 02 has begun its test routine, which is aimed at verifying key performance 

parameters such as fuel consumption and landing/takeoff distance. Completion of certification 

performance trials is anticipated this summer. 

 
Altogether, the three test aircraft have completed 50 sorties as of mid-May. The full program 

will total some 200 flights and 500 flight hours through final EASA and FAA certification, 

which is anticipated in mid-2016.  

 
Aircraft production is also well advanced. Eight aircraft are currently in final assembly and 15 

other units are at various stages of production. 

 
Unveiled in May 2014 at European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE), the 

latest addition to the growing Falcon business jet family rolled out on December 17 and made 

its maiden flight on February 6. It will offer all the advanced technological features of the 

popular Falcon 7X from which it is derived, including the industry’s quietest and most 

comfortable cabin. The 8X will also feature the greatest range and the longest cabin in the 

Falcon line, along with the most extensive selection of cabin configurations available on any 

large cabin business jet.  
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Notes for Editors  

 

Dassault Falcon is the recognized global brand for Dassault business jets which are 

designed, manufactured and supported by Dassault Aviation and Dassault Falcon Jet Corp.  

 

About Dassault Aviation 

Dassault Aviation is a leading aerospace company with a presence in over 90 countries 

across five continents. It produces the Rafale fighter jet as well as the complete line of 

Falcons. The company employs a workforce of over 11,000 and has assembly and production 

plants in both France and the United States and service facilities around the globe. Since the 

rollout of the first Falcon 20 in 1963, over 2,380 Falcon jets have been delivered. Dassault 

offers a range of six business jets from the twin-engine 3,350 nm large-cabin Falcon 2000S to 

its new flagship, the tri-engine 6,450 nm ultra-long range Falcon 8X. 

 

About Dassault Falcon Jet 

Dassault Falcon Jet Corp. is a wholly owned U.S. subsidiary of Dassault Aviation, France. 

Dassault Falcon Jet markets and supports the Falcon family of business jets throughout North 

and South America. 

 

Press Contacts 

 

Dassault Aviation (Saint-Cloud, France) 

Vadim Feldzer Tel. +33 1 47 11 44 13 Marie-Alexandrine Fouillard Tel. +33 1 47 11 64 23  

vadim.feldzer@dassault-aviation.com marie-alexandrine.fouillard@dassault-aviation.com 

 

Dassault Falcon Jet (Teterboro Airport, USA) 

Andrew Ponzoni Tel. +1 201 541 45 88 Grant Kielczewski Tel. +1 201 541 46 79 

andrew.ponzoni@falconjet.com grant.kielczewski@falconjet.com 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @DassaultFalcon 

 

Photos  

Copy and paste the link into your browser to access the high resolution photos: 

www.falconphotogallery.com 

 

For more information about Dassault Falcon business jets, visit: www.dassaultfalcon.com 
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